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Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachrmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime.
Lean leis an dea-obair. 
This year the competition is very different for all of us … a desk top evaluation with a virtual visit to your village. We 
thank you for your entry form, map, and Five-Year Plan.  Your hand drawn map was perfect with the structures of 
interest, housing estates, and projects – new, maintained and future - clearly marked.  Your five-year plan while 
having projects that are ‘on-going’ also refers to projects undertaken in 2014. It is time that you updated your plan 
and look to projects which you could undertake and maintain during the next five years.  We commend you and the 
GAA for ‘The Walk and Talk Track’ which posted nine positive messages at intervals around the walking track at the 
GAA pitch during the Covid lockdown. You also added two ‘Happy to Talk Benches’ which encouraged people to 
stop and chat. The project was noticed by RTE and featured on one of the Morning Ireland programmes.  This is 
only one of your appearances on television as you also appeared on Nationwide in October 2019. Well done on 
retaining you core committee of twelve and for increasing the number of volunteers.  We love the idea of presenting 
new residents with a ‘Welcome to Athea – Fáilte go Áth tSléibhe’ pack which has invaluable information about the 
locality.  We suggest you also share the information on your Facebook page. You list the local voluntary groups, 
agencies and business who support you including the ‘wonderful Athea Community’.
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The mural by local artist Jim Dunn on Con Colbert Street is, as shown in the photos, progressing well and we look 
forward to seeing the finished project when we next visit.  The Celtic mural completed in 2017 is the work of the 
same artist and is equally beautiful.  We admired the photo which you included in your application which showed the 
mural at night-time complete with the downlighters.  This gives a bright appearance to what could be a dark stretch 
of the street. Athea Heritage Trail, with its twenty heritage locations, was well promoted as part of the RTE 
Nationwide programme. You work closely with the Derelict Sites Officer in LCCC and one property which had been 
compulsory purchased by LCCC has been recently sold which will see it renovated and used once again as a 
residence.   We note that LCCC will take over the beautiful foot bridge which crosses the river as soon as you have 
completed its refurbishment.  We read with interest (and saw on Nationwide) that your refurbished Carnegie Library 
building was featured by An Post in a commemorative stamp.  We admire that you completed a survey of the stone 
walls around the village with the intention of carrying our repairs. We recommend that lime mortar is used instead of 
sand and cement as this will allow movement which is vital for the stability of these structures.
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Well done on the construction of the six stone circular beds (with open bases) and the planting of the row of 
Whitebeam on the land owned by the creamery.  This will give great definition to the streetscape.  The Athea River 
Walk (the Covid Project) will add greatly to the walks around the village.  There was quite a lot of work undertaken - 
new path, installation of benches, planting of trees, construction of archway with Hen Harrier etc. - so well done all 
who were involved.  Don’t’ forget to take photos of the wildflowers and bluebells when they are in bloom.  Colour is 
ensured all year round throughout the village by your planning regime where you select flowers for seasonal affect.  
The self-watering baskets and self-watering towers looked good in the photos and bring colour to the main street.  
Have you flowers / plants in these during the winter?  You adopted a ‘Don’t’ Mow, Let it Grow’ approach as per the 
All- Ireland Pollinator Plan in some of the green spaces including a section of the GAA grounds. The bridge area in 
interesting where one side is ‘maintained’ and the other side is ‘wild’ with just a pathway through.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2021
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

305

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

60

60

60

50

50

90

50

50

TOTAL MARK 470 305

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2021

 

 



Well done on the construction of the six stone circular beds (with open bases) and the planting of the row of 
Whitebeam on the land owned by the creamery.  This will give great definition to the streetscape.  The Athea River 
Walk (the Covid Project) will add greatly to the walks around the village.  There was quite a lot of work undertaken - 
new path, installation of benches, planting of trees, construction of archway with Hen Harrier etc. - so well done all 
who were involved.  Don’t’ forget to take photos of the wildflowers and bluebells when they are in bloom.  Colour is 
ensured all year round throughout the village by your planning regime where you select flowers for seasonal affect.  
The self-watering baskets and self-watering towers looked good in the photos and bring colour to the main street.  
Have you flowers / plants in these during the winter?  You adopted a ‘Don’t’ Mow, Let it Grow’ approach as per the 
All- Ireland Pollinator Plan in some of the green spaces including a section of the GAA grounds. The bridge area in 
interesting where one side is ‘maintained’ and the other side is ‘wild’ with just a pathway through.

The SPA around your village for the Hen Harrier is a great amenity and we read with interest that you have now 
added the bird to your village Logo.  Having the largest number of breeding pairs in the country is wonderful and so 
the bird deserves a place in your hearts. We were delighted to read that the sewerage scheme installed in the 
1940’s has been upgraded. Throughout Ireland there are many outdated and overused sewerage treatment plants 
which Irish Water are slowly upgrading and we are delighted that raw sewage will no longer be released into your 
river.  You are tackling the invasive species of Japanese Knotweed and Giant Hogweed which are in the village and 
along the river bank. This is a slow process … they are called invasive for a reason! The Athea Heritage Trail 
booklet produced during Covid lockdown featuring a nature heritage trail was a super idea and informed children 
(and adults) about the biodiversity in the village and surrounding area. We congratulate Pat Higgins on being 
nominated for Farming for Nature Award.  What a great idea to construct a large pond to attract wildlife. There is 
help available for the creation of wild pollinator nesting habitats which may interest your group in the future. Check 
out the website https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Nesting-2018-WEB.pdf 
for information.

Team Limerick Clean-Up No 6 which took place in April resulted in the rubbish from 2019 and 2020 being removed 
from around the village and approach roads and with your 90 volunteers you removed two skip loads of rubbish. It is 
very disappointing to see that people still throw away such large volumes of rubbish; but this will probably continue 
until it is free to dispose of our waste and instead charge each property an annual service ‘tax’ instead.  We had a 
look at your Facebook page and saw the video footage of a lady dumping bags at 4.39 am …..  You now have a 
‘litter and weed’ policy for your litter pick-up regime for your volunteers.  Undergrounding of cables is worthwhile and 
you regularly make representation to LCCC regarding this.  Did you remove the ivy from the various structures as 
recommended by the 2019 adjudicators? Ivy and other plants roots cause structures to become unstable and 
therefor it is important to remove this growth.

Your Community Orchard along the river bank has eight different native Irish apple trees growing including two 
Limerick varieties. Your first harvest will be in Autumn 2021 and we look forward to reading about it in next year’s 
application. Perhaps in time we will be drinking Apple Juice from Athea! The crab apple hedge surrounding the 
orchard is an interesting addition.  You now have a contactless bottle water refill station in the centre of the village 
for which you succeeded in attracting a grant. You had the unit designed to feature local landmarks and to 
commemorate the first pump in the village.  Let us know the number of fills per year; we are very much in favour of 
these refill stations. We are delighted that you have a ‘No Idling’ policy in the village … something that should be 
nationwide. The local NS have been very active with meaningful sustainable projects and take part in the Green 
Flag programme organised by An Taisce.  The door displays made by members of the Athea Craft Group were 
cheery and must have brought many a smile as locals walked around the village during the various lockdowns. You 
have local products for sale in the village shop and in addition you have a farmers’ market every Friday.

Boundary walls have been painted by many of the residents which add freshness to the estates and we read that 
you encourage them to do this. Dereliction is being tackled with LCCC buying properties and selling them to 
potential residents.  Hopefully dereliction will soon be controlled.  We note that weed killer has not been used in 
housing estates by LCCC last year (2020) following a request by your committee.  You have a close connection with 
the residents’ associations in the various estates in the village and have suggest a variety of projects which they 
might consider in the future.  Please let us know the nature of these projects in next year’s application and if any 
have progressed.

We note that LCCC removed the bollards from in front of the Graveyard on foot of your request following the 
suggestion made by the 2019 adjudicator. Well done on have solar powered speed sign installed. Generally these 
are very successful in reducing the speed of passing motorists as they remind them that they are now in an 
built-up/urban location. Hopefully the motorists passing through Athea have reduced their speed and respect the 
speed control signs. The provision of two new disability parking bays was noted as was the new pathway near Con 
Colbert Hall.  Your new signs indicating The Giant’s Village refers to Celtic mythological giant of Athea.  As this is 
your name it is excellent to see this reference in the new village name signs. Compliments to LCCC who have 
continued with the upgrading of your village and who have replaced a number of pathways which were in a bad 
state of repair.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



state of repair.

Concluding Remarks:

Unfortunately, this year we were not able to visit your village this year and so our comments are based on the 
information received in your application.  We were delighted to receive your on-line application … there was no 
need to fear the process! The poem by Bridie Murphy was delightful. 
We note that you did not refer to the Sustainable Development Goals in the various categories in your application. 
The TidyTowns Unit in conjunction with LCCC ran a webinar on the SDGs earlier this year and the presentation is 
worth reading as it will be helpful for your application next year. 
The link is : https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2021 competition.


